Leukaemic infiltration of the mandible in a young girl.
This report presents a case of leukaemic infiltration of the mandible in a 10-year-old female of Sudanese extraction. The patient was in remission from acute lymphoblastic leukaemia when she presented with pain localized to the alveolar ridge overlying the unerupted lower right second permanent molar. Two days later, she developed right inferior alveolar nerve paraesthesia. Radiographic imaging demonstrated cortical line absence around the developing lower right second and third permanent molars, and distal displacement of the lower right third molar. In addition, the cortical outline of the right inferior dental canal lacked clarity. Biopsy confirmed leukaemia recurrence demonstrating the Philadelphia chromosome. Tailored chemotherapy was commenced, and a bone marrow transplant was carried out 12 weeks later. At 6-month dental review, the patient remained exceptionally well with no bone pain and normal sensation in the right lower lip. The importance of regular and long-term dental examination of patients with leukaemia is discussed.